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A snapshot of Australia’s achievement in the 2019 
Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study
Australian Council for Educational Research
AUSTRALIAN ACHIEVEMENT TRENDS
INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS
64
Countries
14 950
Australian students
580 000
Students worldwide
571
Australian schools
TIMSS explores how well Year 4 and Year 
8 students have mastered the factual and 
procedural knowledge taught in school 
mathematics and science classes.
WHAT IS TIMSS?
Year 4 Mathematics Year 4 Science
Year 8 Mathematics Year 8 Science
Year 4 Mathematics
Year 8 Mathematics
Source: TIMSS 2019: Volume 1: Student performance, by Sue Thomson, Nicole Wernert, Sima Rodrigues and 
Elizabeth O’Grady (ACER 2020). Available from www.acer.edu.au/timss
 TIMSS 2019 infographic by the Australian Council for Educational Research is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.
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*Singapore was the highest achieving country in mathematics and science at both Year 4 and Year 8
AUSTRALIAN MEAN SCORE
STUDENTS ACHIEVING NATIONAL 
PROFICIENT STANDARD
(TIMSS INTERMEDIATE INTERNATIONAL BENCHMARK)
TIMSS  2019
Performed at a higher level than Australia
Performed at a similar level to Australia
Performed at a lower level than Australia
0
10
20
30
40
50
1995 1999 2003 2007 2011 2015 2019
1995 1999 2003 2007 2011 2015 2019
Year 4 Mathematics Year 4 ScienceYear 8 Mathematics Year 8 Science
22
6
8
6
12
7
10
5
23 25
39
27Nu
m
be
r o
f c
ou
nt
rie
s
